
JOINT TUFTS/MIT
COSMOLOGY SEMINAR

Planck, BICEP, and the Early
Universe

Raphael Flauger
UT Austin

The cosmic microwave background contains a wealth of information

about cosmology as well as high energy physics. It tells us about

the composition and geometry of the universe, the properties of neu-

trinos, dark matter, and even the conditions in our universe long

before the cosmic microwave background was emitted. After a brief

introduction, I will discuss various aspects of the recently released

Planck full mission data before turning to a discussion of string in-

spired models and the search for their signatures. Finally, I will turn

to the search for primordial B-modes.
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